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SUMMARY OF THE PAY'S NEWS

The Weather.
WASHINGTON. Muy ¡Kl..Forecast for

ffuesday linei Wednesday! .
Virginia.Fair Tuesday mid Wodnosdny;

fresh west winds.
North Carolina.Fnlr 1 tiesdny nnd Wed¬

nesday; light south winde.

Richmond had yesterday one of the
Warmest tiny« of the your so fur. it was
bright and really summer weather.

RANGE OF THE THERMOMETER.
D ?. M.·».J2
12 M.g
8 P. M. M
G, P. M.&¦»

. P P. M.Tl
12 midnight ..Jii

Average .so

[Highest temperature yesterday. 8S
LÓWíBt temperature yesterday. fi"
jilean temperature yesterday.72
Normal temperature for .May.,.l>7
Departure from normal temperature,. 05
"Precipitation during past 21 hours.00

MINIATURE ALMANAC.
May IM. 10?4.

Bun rises.1:50 HIGH TIDE.
Kun sots.7:17 | Morning.12:01
Moon sets.1:56 Evening.12:35

Richmond.
White Démocrate Vote» till.« afternoon

from 1 till >» o'clock to elect delegates to
thè «Stute Convention, the people will have
on opportunity of expressing thf»ir wishes
regarding the continuance of tlio primary
¦.'Englue leave·* the track of the Atlan¬
tic Const Une trenti«· and careens »ever
edge of the mld-alr structure! no on» In
lui l'I-A ria neomenia nearly complete»«!
/or the Hundolph-.Macon alumni banquet
Thursday cveJhlng.Table mado op show¬
ing IhyU Prtrkci- now has l.fi delegates In¬
structed for lilm linei I lea rut Is a close sec¬
ond at 118; the rest are nowhere; epilte a

largo number nf delegates have not been
Instructed nt nil-Question of patents for
wooden legs In Ihe United Slates Cir¬
cuit Court-Episcopal Council complete¬
ly overlooks report in favor of the Beth-
eny Institute proposed for this city; few-
lire yet talked of for the new and impor¬
tant position of archdeacon-l'ick»tt
Camp has. "ladles' night" and the vete¬
rnns feast on gooel music.Handsome
Franklin Street reslele-nce sold-Grand
Master of Odd-Fellows. Mr. George W.
Morris«, honored hy local "three-link'1
brethren. MANCHESTER-Delegates to
Htate Convention to be- r.hosnr. by ward
meollngs; twelve to be elected with one-
lialf vole each In convention.Death of
Mrs. Green-Funeral of Mr. Ellis.>-
Meeting of Joe Johnston Camp to-night
.-Corporation Court In session-Fight
on Hull Street,

Virginia.
Fluvanna Democrats oPct deleç.ites and

[endorse William J. Bryan and his
enunciations of Democratic, principies;
(Tatewell and Pulaskl endorse Wysor for
Congress; James city endorses Daniel for
President.New literary society Inaugu¬
rated at the University railed tho Raven,
.with high scholastic standing as a re¬
quisite-Miss Verdie Heple», aged eigh¬
teen, drowned In Washington county-
/Young man from »Non h Carolina arrested
at Roanoke on charge of forgery whllo
masquerading; as a-clergyman.The plan
«>f itiliIcilng* and grounds of the James¬
town Exposition to be entirely arranged
..A permanent injunction «sought-lo i'e-
tei'sburg court In the Fisher bond case
.A guard oí the Weitem State Hospi¬
tal sues the Norfolk and Western for
making him ride In tho colored com¬
partment with his Insane charge-Attor¬
ney-General ?ufa 11ver, of Tennessee, dies"
from the effect« of a fall In Bristol-
George R. Fravel, undertaker anil furni¬
ture dealer at Woodstock, killed In a
runaway In that town-Contract lei for
11 new passenger depot for Fucaiiontus-
Terminal Hotel at West Point sold to
Northern men for 3fi».TO>..The Democrats
of Fluvanna elect delegates to tlie State
Convention and declare for a fixed pri¬
mary plan-American and German sail¬
ors fraternize while on ¡there- leave at
Nowport News-Mrs. Nell; of Loüdouti,
dies from effect» of a dose ot carbolic;
acid-Wreck on the narrow guage road
between Orange and Frederlcksburg and
Bever.il passengers were slightly hurt-
English peas commence to move to mar¬
ket from the Rappahannock Valley-
The budy of Thomas Willis, a white man,
iuund In Carter's creek.

North Carolina.
The special committee report on condi¬

tion ot the Atlantic and Danville, made

fiubllc, arraigns the management for lax¬
ly and unbusiness management of af-

.falrs; two many free passes and Irregu¬
larities; declares the» property a very val¬
uable one-James D. Glenn, of Greens¬
boro, In extremis from an attack oí ap-
poplexy-The Wilmington bar sends
strong endorsement of Judge Peebles-
Lunibcrtoti contempt casus come up
Thursday.

General.
Unconfirmed reports from Russian and

Chinese sources that tho Japanese liavo
made a land attack on Port Arthur and
been re-pulsed with very heavy losses;
ihe third Japaneso army mobilizing ut
Hiroshima and may move on Vladivostok;
¡Russians reportud to be moving stores to
Harbin and Chinese alarmed lest Mukden
und Liao Vang be burned; Russian and
Japan competing for the purchase ot
transports in Bruiscila und Holland: Jap¬
anese camps, in reeled with cholera and
deaths average IW a day-Now York po¬
llco make most extensive raid on pool¬
rooms known In years and fourteen per¬
sons nro arrested.Supreme Court of
Louisiana holds lhat municipalities have
right to regulate pool-rooms.Presbyte.
rian General Assembly declines overture
to prevent publication ot Apostle's creed
in Sunday school and church literature
¦.Ambassador Nlsard arrives In Purls
and Minister Ue. Nnvehue will not return
to Rom«·, though advices from the vadean
indicate that matters have assumed a
more satisfactory phase.For the llrst
time In the world's history a leper has
been cured-Report received at .Manila
of massacre of Filippino men, women
and children by All iciui his followers.
-"resident Qrcutt. of Newport News com¬

pany, declares that ships can lie built in
England much cheaper than here.7-
Twoniy thousand dollars' worth of crude·
opium seized and three Sentilo men ar¬

rested for smuggling the i.rug··.Three
persons killed and ten Injured by explo¬
sion In fireworks plant-Two men drown¬
ed In a tank of oil at Port Arthur, Tex.-
Prominent Arkansas physician burned In
his barn-Northern General Assembly
takes surprising action as to divorce;
Chancellor Day will remain In educa¬
tional work rather than bo bishop-Fear
entertained Hint tho steamer Corwin,
hound for Nome, has been lost.

25 WANT
HELP

TO-DAY
The °f> ailvoi'tisuinnnta for help pub¬

lished In to-day's Ttino-j-Uispauih on

pago 10, aro as follows:
1 Agent. 3 Salesmen.

12 Domestics. 7 Miscellaneous.
2 Trades.

This not only Interests those out oí
Work, but those desiring to Improve
their posinomi au well.

WILL HE STAND THE CYCLONE?

MOSBY AS ASSISTANT
ATTORNEY=OENERALj
ó$mà

COLí. JOHN S. MOSBY.

PRIMARY THE
ISSUE TO-DAY

Election of Delegates Pales Into

Insignificance Before This

Bur.ning Question. ,

Richmond Democrats will elect their

elxtyone delegates to the State Conven-

tlon this afternoon, in primaries to be

held In all the usual voting places of the

city, from 4 to 8 o'clock. ¡
Interest centers In the fight over the

State primary principle, as there are con¬

tests for delegates in only three pre¬

cincts. The words "Primary" and "Anti-

Primary" are printed at the bottom of all

the ballots.
Those desiring to have a direct voice

In the selection or" candidates for public
office In the future will erase the word

"Anti-Primary" from their tickets, while
those who are opposed to popular nomi¬
nations and who prefer that ward meet-
Inns caucuses and conventions shall pre·
vail, will strike out the word "Primary."

All registered white Democratic voters

(Continued on Eighth Puge.)

The Gallant Confederate and]
Able Lawyer Is Honored

by the President.

THE WORK OF HIS FRIENDS

Senator Daniel and Others In¬
tercede With Mr. Roosevelt
and Secure Appointment.

(From Our Regular Correspondent,)
WASHINGTON, D. C. May 23..Colonel

John S. Moeby was to-day appointed an

aKsletant attorney-general of the United
atatçs, and Immediately took the oath
of office. His future home will be. li
thin city, and his ofllce will he In tha'
Department or j,,.ti.o.

"The prodigal has returned home,"«ald
Colon-si Mosby this afternoon. "I was

appointed from Virginia, and I gav mj
pince of residence as Warren ton. Fa u-

quler county. 1 have lived all ajund.
1 was appointed to the land oflfe by
President McKinley and credited tCall-
fornla. I had lived sixteen years I Sni> j
Francisco beforo «Mr. McKinley m? ms I
a special agent ot the land oñichree
years ago. President Hayes arjiféa
me consul to Hong Kong in lS78.ri«»'e
frequently seen It staled that I ' aj>
pointed to that office by Presldeirant.
As a matter of fact, I déclinée ta.l<e
-»fflce under General Grant. 1 »»fOnsu
at Hong Kong nearly seven ji and
tv'ks removed by Mr. develan' then
entered tho legal department tne
Southern Pacific Railway Coir, with
offices at San Francisco, and con¬
nected with the road for slx^years.
Tho day before General Grnecl he
heard of my removal fron00 by
President Cleveland, and he a¡ wrote
a letter to Governor Stanfo Cali¬
fornia, asking him to appo8 lo a

position with the railway ·??· i
remained In the employ of >uthern
Pacific as long as the roa< 'n the
control of Stanford and C. EinSton.
When other Interests assc°ntroI
I came to Washington a.f made
special agent of the genei» office,
and worked in Nebraska, 3?, and
am Just from Alabama. [* have
been stationed for a year Now.
I am Mosby, of VlrglnlanP0fe 1
will not again change ray1"·"

Urged by His Is·
A few days ago Sonali6-/ Mr.

Joseph Bryan, of Rlclim«3 was a

(Continue On Seve«'·-·)

'D MADE
PLACES
USPECTED
oro us Crusade

iinst Pool Rooms,

ERSONS CAUGHT;
/¿PHONES TAKEN

'-seven Places Visited and

ny of Them Found
Without Tenants.

EXTENSIVE RAID
MADE IN:MANY YEARS

er to Gain Accès·, to One
the Police Had to Climb
? Fire Escapes."Hon-
t John" ? Kelly Tired
of So Many

Visitors.

(By A-eoetated Pre*».)
YORK, May 23..'twenty-seven
luspocted of being pool rooms,

ted, fourteen persons were taken

ody. and ninety-four telephones
telegraph Instruments were con-

to-day In police raids life/· New
lfteen of the raids were 'innde
"erderloln precinct. Police In-

Brook was in direct charge of

'. while Inspector Titus, Cap-
tell and twenty-five plain clothes
id out tha orders In tha Tender¬

li« ten of the telephones, sev-

«? racing books and one prlson-
d ven. The other ralde were

? vous parts of the city.

^places .visited In the lower

s °-Vnhattan, It Is eald, was

laß *? exchange, and here nine

I teiie^-rr--»*-* racine: ?i»e«».ts were-

ccatc b, the police. In another

p|¿.*¿v·-* t(»«phones were found, and

In 'rtlil-?,? wero taken out

t ·?(1?1? police visited tho place
stilo ip* 1>J" "Honest John" Kelly

.¿oufrtlsr on M» steps.
,--,,. iget in here unless you have

a ,arnsaid "Honest John. ? ve

ha' to·11-' visitors lately, and I'm
fid «.r'ine people the house."
'he c* made no effort to einer.

f«wo id the room said to be kept
b. PrBarrelI. on Thirty-third Street.

! "hey a colored woman In charge
,'; th.*-sc' but nolhlnS more. At
he .which "'Circular Joe" Vendlg

«s sal maintain on Twenty-seventh
Street»-e were no occupants. A tele-

phone» -ound·
,,

_\11 places reputed to have dealt
In bt"· t-ie races were visited, but
most them were vacant when the

p0]jc,rlved. In one place on Broad¬

way poslte the postonico, the police
were'ced to climb from tlie roof of a

bull, down to the third floor on a

f¡re ape. They found twenty-one tele-
phoi but no person inside. The piuco
evid'V' had been vacated In haste.
1'] raids were the most extensive

ma,ln this city In years, and covered
[«.-»strict from Forty-second Slreet to

thet-ttery.
? Subpoenas Are Served.
I (By Associated Press.;

i"W YORK, May -3..Subpoenas were

ls,<'d and served by the district attor-
n.s officer to-day on Superintendent
r>ly, of the racing" department of tho
\.st.rn Union Telegraph Company, and
,/el.tant Superintendent Mitchell to ap-
. ar In the John Doe proceedings to-
lorrow. The proceedings nro based on
ie raid at an alleged pool-room In East
:orty-second Street last week.

HEAVY LOSSES REPORTED
IN PORT ARTHUR ATTACK

JAPANESE SOLDIERS FIRING FROM ENTRENCHMENT.
(From Photograph Taken for Tlmes-Dlspatch by Jaok London.)

TREMENDOUS
SENSATION

One of Best Known Citizens of

Buckingham Arrested
for Arson.

TO THE FARMVILLE JAIL

E. C. Wooldridge in Custody and
Forbes Wanted for Burning
Father's House of Latter.

(Special to The TlmeseDlspatch.)
???? STORE. VA., May 23.A tre¬

mendous sensation was caused hero yes¬

terday when officers from Farmville,
assisted by citizens ot this county, ar¬

rested Mr. E. C. Wooldridge, one of tho

best 3»nown citizens of Buckingham coun¬

ty, ..barging him with the burning of the

dwelling and outbuildings of the late

John a. Forbes, on the night of March

3d, an outrage which caused widespread
Indignation and which subsequently re-

Bulte.'j. In the death of this venerable clt-

liscn. The arrest was accomplished by
Officer Fogus, of the police force, assist¬
ed by Messrs. Hopkins H. Gilliam and

Edloe Spencer, of Farmville, and Messrs.

Richard and Reece Morgan, of this coun¬

ty. The prisoner was taken Immediately
to Farmville, which Is outside of this

county, and placed In the Prince Edward
jail fcr saie keeping.

Warrant for Forbes.
At the same time, a warrant was issued

for the arrest of Charlie Forbes, a. son

of the lato John S. Forbes, who Is
charged'with being an accomplice In the
robbery and burning. This waa the oc¬

casion of another sensation here. An has
been published, this young man disap¬
peared from homo on the day before tho
night of th« burning, and up to yester¬
day, had not been seen In this section.
At first some were bold enough to sug¬

gest In a tacit manner that this young
maji was at tho bottom of the crime,

(Continued on Second Page.)

ALL IS DOUBT
OUT IN OHIO

Hearst and Anti-Hearst Forces
Both Claim That They Will

Control Convention.

MANY CONTESTS REPORTED

Decision of These Will Materi¬
ally Affect the Outcome.

Hearst Men to Open.

(By Associated Press.)
COLUMBUS, O., May 23..Leaders are

In conference here to-day preparatory to

tho Democratic State Convention of the

next two days. Nothlug seems to be
settled In advance oxcept tho nomination
ot Webb P. Huntington, of Columbus, O.,
for Sec/etary of State. Ho has no oppo¬
sition.
The Hearst men havo for weeks been

contending In Ohio for district delegates
to the National Convention, at St. Louis
and for county delegates to the State
Convention here this week, but they have
failed to get a majority of ojtlier. so that
there will bo no such scenes of contest
as were expected here during the week.
The Hearst men are now In favor of no

Indorsement for any one for President.
This would givo them the district dele¬
gates they have secured, while any In¬
structions or tho unit rule would prevent
them from getting any votes from Ohio
at St. Louis. It seems certain that there
¦will be no Instructions for either Hearst
or Parker,
Hearst adherents to-night say they will

have a majority in the State Centrât
Committee to-morrow, when contests will
be detremlned over two hundred dele¬
gates from Cuyahoga, Hamilton, Frank¬
lin, Montgomery, Summit, Miami and
Madison counties. Bryan and Hearst par¬
tisans say they have, out of T23 delegate.*.
351. while their opponfints have 172 with
200 doubtful.
Opponents of Hearst say the contests

will bo decided in their favor by tho
Committee on Credentials, that their poll

(Continued on Third Jage.)

THREE ARE KILLED
AND TEN INJURED

Explosion Occurs in Shop Where
Composition for Fireworks

Is Being Prepared.
(By Associatoti Press.)

CAMDEN, N, J·. May 23..Three per¬
sons wero killed and ten others were

Injured, two of tliem probably fatally by
an explosion to-day in the factory of the
independent Fireworks Company, on the
uuisklrts of this city.
Thu dead are:
SIMON piaRA.-QS.ZO, aged eighteen

yenre, of thi" <-'lty.
JOSEÎP11 LOüOLIjA, sixteen years,

of Philadelphia.
ANDREA uR.'lLl.A, seventeen years,

of lilla «-111'.
Those believed to bo fatally Injured are

Michael «culona, need fifty-two years,
and I.enardo Pluto, forty-five years old,
both of t'ds cily.
Robert T. Weser, of Philadelphia, pres¬

ident of lhe company and Ji«;e;!i
SoqÍüHHi vice-president, wire arresti'd
and lield In *l··G't,», ''·'" lo ftwalt R·0 action
of the coroner. Wan-ants have been Is¬
sued for certain other officers of tlie con¬

cern. , : ;
The plant consists nf a two story brick

stni-nliouso and four 1'ianie sheds, ono of
which Is used for mixing Ilio oxpluslve
composition place«! In the fireworks. The

explosion occurred In tlilt, department«
The clin-e of the accident Is yet lo bo

positively determined. Some of the work

people had vqsjt narrow escapes, One
girl was rescued from the roof of one of
the sheds, where she had been carried
by the force or the xp.losluu.

A LEPER IS ED
FORTHEFIÎIME

New Orleans BoyjEntered
Home in Bad h be

Sent Out
(Special to The ta«"1··)

NEW ORLEANS, I' 23,-For
thn first time In the lj«hO world,
n leper has heen curf" Shortly
bo discharged from aj°n toy ine

cara, of lepros.»·. ? ?,?'p ?,0>'·
fifteen years old, wH leprosy
for three, years nnif" ''· "·°
Louisiana Lepers' llrf'oar and a

half, will ho cllschni-hhat Instl-
lutloii within a moil hoy caino

from N'i'w Orleans niPimltted to
thn asylum In OotoJ^Vhen ad¬
mitted he wan of Ihitoffee. Hu
wns covered with ei peclally nn
his face, which wa leprous Ul¬
cers. Ills face is fOme, with
clear color In the ci with hair
on eyo brows and Ie h"s ,nsl-
thn leering grill peJlopers, apd
could not bo reco the samo

person win» wenf III

HARDWARE ¡¡¡¡WER
FOR A FETING

SH.)
lay «..Tlie

itered suit in
t against the

... .. .? ??/·001'. "'"·. tor
Fl,st_ National Hisl( ^ *j»

of a receiver,
cges that the

( By Ass
WASHINGTON

Southern Railway,
the District Supi

fïî,95T| which
hank went ini
The railroad erf, ??a??
bank owns l6o\(r

V«ll now ill ihl8

'TWO men drowned
IN AJAM OF OIL

One Topples Over, and the Other
Trying to Rescue Him Is Over¬

come and Falls in.

(By Associated Pre..·.)
(

PORT ARTHUR, TEOAS, May 23.-
?\ illium Richard, of New York city, and
Fred Trahnm, of «urtimi, I.a. were ac-

cldfiitally drowned In a tank of oil at
tho Cult Roflnlng Company's plant to¬
day.
Richard, who was working on one of

the agitators, became dizzy und toppled
ovoi'· Ho succeeded in clutching a small
pipe and swlnglnsr to It. Traliam wit¬
ness« a the accident, and went to Rich¬
ard's tiFslstance, but the g·»» overcame

him, and he fell Into tlic tank. Richard
WIT.S toon rendered unconscious and
dropped In,
Tha tanks were large, of several thou¬

sand barrels capacity, and It was neccs-

Buvy to draw off all tho «ill to recover

the bodies.

Colonel Buell Dead.
(Ry Associated Press.)

PHILADKLPHIA, May 2.1.- tolonnl Au¬
gustus c. Buell, a veteran of th" civil
War and Inter wldelv known ns a war
correspondent and author pi a i»tuii<iiu<.

"l.lfo of John Paul .Mile», »IIe'- to-day
alter several weeks' nines*.

Revolutionists Defeated. *

MONTEVIDEO, URUGUAY, May 23-
Prosldent Ordonez announces a victory
over the revolutlonlsls 1)1' Hi" govern¬
ment troops und.« ¡«"lierai MUnl«,
Eighty of the revolutionists were _UU-d
»nd .00 wounded.

MORE DANGEROUS
THAN HOSTILE WAR

Scores of Men Killed and
Maimed on Grecnbricr

River.
(Special to Tho Tlmes-Dlspatch.)

MONTEREY, VA., May 23..A tele¬

phone message from Marllnton, over the
State line, brings the announcement that
another stalwart young Highbinder h'.is
been maimed In the lumber woods of

) Pocahontas. Mr, Paris Jojinston. than
whom the county hod no more respected
or worthy young citizen, who located In
I'ocahontns recently, had one hand cut

off by somo accidental contract with a

saw, bring employed on ono of (bo big
j mills now operating In that vast lumber
section.

It would be impossible, though Interest-
lug and startling, to bo ablo to approxi¬
mate tlio number of accidents and fnial-
hies attending Iho timber harvest along
the Greonbi-ier Rlver^sectlon. Somo it's«,
sert that tho number maimed and killed
la greater In proportion to Ihe men en-

.gagecl than that of Ihe Civil War, nini
one terrified citizen declarad In |bo près,·
cju'o of this correspondent that ho would
prefer seeing his boy Join tho ranks of

! a hostile ai'my 'ban to expose hlinseir
to tlm slaughter of tho lnmhrr~V~,Tiji3
across Hie .Mleglmny.
Residents P( that section assert Lhat

! scores of men are made cripples or killed,
tho fact of which Is not known except In
Ihe liiiniedlaifi vicinity of tho campjj,
Mr. Johnston, this last victim, Is a, mar-

rlc4 man, huytjii ¿wo feiuall suUfc-eu« -

A VIRGINIA BEAUTY
DAZZLES OFFICERS

The Prettiest Girl That Ever
Eloped to Nojth Carolina

to Wed.
(Special to The Tlmes-Dlspatch.)

"WE[.DON, N. C, May 23..Miss Ven-
lier Thomas, of Wilson's Va., and Mr.
P, A, Rozo, of tha samo town, çloped
to Halifax to-day und were married by
Judge Fennor. The Interesting ceremony
took placo at tho gator I louse, and Miss
Sater played the wedding march selection
from Lohengrin,
The beauty of tho bride attracted iuiuA

attention, "ml at the conclusion of the
ceremony the ofllclatlng Judge, who is

still (|Ulto a young man, wns visibly uf-
fcctoii nml many wero of tlie opinion
Hint Miss Thomas was hy odds thi'.pri'l-
tlest Virginia girl who has ever crossed
the lino to wed upon Carolini! soll.
Mr. Rozo Is a handsome jimih«.' mnn

of pleasing appearance and when ha
boarded tho afternoon (rain with ids
lovely brido M return homo, It was ru¬

mored that two of ii««' young men »·-

Halifax were «Inn«»«! nnd It Is known
Unit on« «if ilio leading citizens of tho

! town accompanied iho handsome couple
us far as Weídon.

TERMINÂT HOtVi""·'
AT WEST POINT SOLD

(Special to Th" Tl.n-«'P1 .palei.,)
WEHT POINT, VV, May sa..Terminal

Hotel »»old to»dtty at auction for ÍM.."1.
and was bought ivy M Pi-em. .Samuel Ire¬
land, .lohn Asluuead, 0( Philadelphia, and
Julin \\, Hackney, o. Now JtTacj.,

Japs Said to Have Lost;
Fitteen Thousand.

STORY NOT CREDITED \

BY LONDON OFFICIALS!
Persons Leaving Dalny as Late

as Sunday Declare There
Had Been No Attack.

ARMY MEN ARE PUZZLED
BY INACTIVITY OF KUROKl

Probably Waiting for i-riSws
From His Flanking Column.
Russians Preparing to Re¬
treat to Harbin.Muk¬
den and Liao Yang
May be Burned.

ST. PETERSBURG. May 23
.11:30 P. M..It is reported
that Foreign Minister Lams-
dorff has received a message
from the Russian consul at Che
Foo, saying that the Japanese
have made a land attack on

Port Arthur and that in doing
so they lost fifteen thousand
men, killed or wounded. The
Russan loss is placed at three
thousand men. The ultimate
outcome of the fighting is not

stated. The truth of the report
is questioned.

By Paul Lambeth.
(Special Cable to The Tlmes-Dlspatch.

Copyright, 1904.)
LONDON, May 23..Persistent

reports are current that the Jap¬
anese have made a general assault
on Port Arthur and have met ¡
with a disastrous defeat. The re-

ports come from Russian and
Chinese sources and the coticen-1
sus among military men is that;
thev arc not true.
"While it is altogether prob¬

able that there has been some

sharp lighting above Port, Arthur,.
and that the Japanese may have
met with a check," said a high of¬
ficer to-night, "Tí»* latest authen¬
tic advices from Port Arthur
makes it extremely doubtful that
the Japanese campaign has sui-·
ficiently advanced to warrant a

general assault, in which it would
have been possible for t lient to

have inflicted a loss of anything
like 15,000 men as the St. Peters¬
burg repur! has it, The Japanese
commander would hardly attempt
an assault on such a strongly forti«
lied plaee without a considerable
train of siege artillery, which, ac¬

cording to the last news from reli¬
able sources, had not been landed.

"Then, there are a number of
Strong batteries between Kinchow,
lhilny and Port Arthur, which
must be reduced before an assault
Oil the main works would be pos¬
sible. The lighting reported is in
all probability about these outer

defences."
Army men are puzzled over the

apparent inaction of kurnki and
ihe Japanese column«» which wer«

reported in touch with the Rus¬
sian position at Liau Vai.g several,


